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1, Upon the death of an individual in Czschoslovakia, if he has not been under
medicel care just prior to his death, the first to be notified is the State
Digtrict Physician, The physician performs an examination to make certaln
the. ergon is dead and to determine the eause of death. le then writes the
results of this examination on the Death Gertificate (ohledavaci ligt) vhich
is required before the deceased's alfalirs can be gettled, In cases where an
individual wes being treated Ly a general practitionsr prior to his death,
the State Digtrict Physician is still the only person who is authorized to
condueb the madical examination. The general oractitioner must revort Lo
ke State District Physician ihe nelthod used to treat the patienty
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2, The Death Certificate issued o the deceased's next of in by the State
Distriet Physician is first taken to the Local lational Committee office for
registration, and an Ufficial Death Certificate (umrtni 1igt) is then issued.
This document is required before the deceased may be buried. The Local

Mational Cormittoe informs the local SNB nffice of the death, and ‘the

appropriate entry is made in the SNB card files which are kept on

s adividuals pesidiin within a pgéien district. The SiB office thal.

Y he next of nin must set Y-

garry out his wishes., The veruit
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legally resided 1ni‘ ormg th“e' local SNB
office whigh makes the approgriste entry in their cord files, The saue is
also done at the SNB office in the town in whieh the individusl died. If

“the dacessed had personal property or resl estate, the SIB ascertains whether

there are any 1living relatives and if none are found, the estate 1ig sold at
auction and the noney gained 1s used to pay the Local Hational Committee for
ses of burial. The authozities decide then what will be done with

ial Death Tertificate to the Local lational Cormittee
entry ig ma n ths ID ¢ard showing the date and place of death and
e opFd Is vebturned to il relative. -Ration cards may not be uged after

the dgy the person to whom they were issued dies. These cards arc pogistered
- the. epm

DOroy e ¢ ce and records arc changed aceordingly. Official
asbds and legal papers which allow the bearer special privileges, such as
the official card of SNB uembers, STB membars, the official badsze and card
for employees of price control offices, otc., must all be returaed to the
igsuing office. OCards suthorizing special rail rates rmust be returned to
the office which employed the deceaged and the office returns them to the
i@8uing agency. If the above-mentioned documents and. erodentials are nob
ratitrnad, the authorities who iagued the documents attemnt, with the aid of
ths SNB and the Local National Committee, to find the documents and secure
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carrylug weapons, military bodk, all m
saodaty. are not congidered important b

ré‘bs,iré'& by the deceased's fanily, '

i i:%@ deceased has no Pelatives, his personal documents are retained by.the

Ledal Wational Committee or by the local SHB station. Docunents which gerve

-1 fi}d@’h‘:bifica.'biqn are returned to the proper igsuing agency. If the

documents are given to the janitor or house manager, he must either hand
them over to the deceased's rolatives or to the nearest SNB station or Local
lational Committee, ' '

In case of a fatal accident or violent death, the person authorized to care
for the body is the SNB member who first arrives at the scene. He searches
+the ¢lothes of the deceased and takes all personal belongings and documents
found on the body. These belongings and documents are later submltted to

the legal court along with the SHB member!s report of the case. ‘The personal
documents whish are sent to court’ are not congidercd important to the legal
orocedure, and if the relatives wish, they may come and claim them., If no
one calls for them, they are kepht with 4he record of the case and are
returned to the appropriate issuing agenciem by the court.

In the case of death by accident
performed by a legal commlg

TIn the eveiil of death by sccldent 1n an office or national enterprise, an

'SNB meiber is immediately ocelled to investigate the case. He elither turns

over the personal belongings and docurents directly to the family, or he
sends the documents to the igsuing authorities and merely returns the
personal belongings to the relatives. In any case, the relatives are given

- ths, ID card of the deceased, SO that the necessary entry concerning the

+hvor to thé SIB inyestigator upoh his arrival

74 Fopgman or factory physician or milifia member has already renoved -
o decengd s pargonal mapersy and Belongir}gs, these must all be turned

de by the Lecal National Committee. In the event that a-
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- tglegraphs the Mindstry of National Defense 'and the anit to which the
' decegsed belonged. &t the same’ time, the hospital also informs the parents
or relatives of the decedged and his Local National Committee ar local SNB:
gtation. ~ The soldier's military book is returned to.the lssuing umib by the
military hogpital. The company of: the deceaged soldder returns all:civilian
together with his ID eard to the SIB station where the

hig legal residence.. If a member, of the armed forces is
suicide, or meets with violeat death in some
s unit sends a telegram to the Winistry of -
incident to the military procurstor, to the
superior command and to the soldler’s family, or to the 3MB station or Loral
National Committee where the deceased maintained his legal residence. The
eommander thep a=le o nilitary lesal commiosdion be disnatclied to the

a ) S : S

dogs ot “Imterfere with accidents which imvolve oaly military persounel,
it 'ig interested solely in cases in which civilians are implicated. In
auch ingtances, the SWB irvestigates the clvilian concerned, vhile the DOZ

tiandlaes ‘the invegtigation of military personnel.

1R, Military personnel are not permitted to retain their personal documents, -
legel papers, membership cards, etc. during the period of compulsory military
- gervige, The ID card is kent -together with the soldier's military record:
Yy the military authorities. The card is returned to the owner at the end of
hig military servige, Ratlon cards and food tickets are turned over to-the
Quartermaster Service at the beginning of the soldier's military service.
The Quartermagter is responsible for sending these cards and tickets back to
the individuel's Local National Committes. -Legal papers and cards of any
ind (sic) are returned by the soldier to his employer before he enters the
gervice,

1% Upon the death of a member of thé armed forces, the Death Certificate is
. igsued by a military chlef physicilan.. Then the Local Hational Committes ab
» the place where the body 1s tc be buried may issue an Official Death
Certificate, If the soldier has 1o relatives, the Army assunes responsibility
for the burial and expenses involved. Personal documents of the deceased are
sent by the company to the Local Habional Committes where the deceased
N legally resided prior to his entry inmto military service.

14, The further use of a deceased person's documents is nossible only &o long as
the 1llegal holder of the documents is not screened, since all documents
ere registered by the individual issulng offices, and since records of deaths
are kept by both the local SHB station where the deceased residdd and by the
Local National Commitles. )
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